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. i. . Illlie b more damaging, punitive measures. 

b J m , i;iS extended a hand from day one. I he 

<». N,dl ‘ , oj Time Minister’s principal secretary. Mr 

'Micim-ui ol me willingness to consider bringing 

nrijcsl. Nlishra. exp «■' |ion * |ifeM , ion fold along will. 

•"dm mto 1 • This could be inierprcted lo 

v.Tt'staciioii " j ^willing to join such agreements as the 
mem. Ns« Ia . a iv—but as a full nuclear power, 

soniprchcii'os <■' • - . j s a simple statement of 

*.....ck“- p»»« «*«> "»»■««* 

f ;lcl loo. the sticking to the falsehood that 1074 

'" di TSr nSar cx^sto;. Between the US response 
"'i' , V liuknccs there would seem to be common 
The result could be the best of all worlds: a satiation 
J , onal pr.de ami rulfillmenl of global commiimcnis. 

0,1,erss.se. India could find itself m a gravesard sp.n 

dri xcn bs international recrimination and deteriorating 

regional inherits. Most damaging ssould be the second. 
Parisian ssill probably detonate a bomb. If Indian tail.; to 
pine south Asia into the global nuclear system, ihc region 
could slior.-circ.it South Asia’s nuclear equation has been 
stable lor scars. The blasts may destabilize tilings. India 
cannot afford n nuclear arms race. Nuclear weapons are not a 
cheap option. The Cold War showed that sseapons 
iroilncimn represented only a tenth ol jhc costs of nuclear 
jeplosiueni. Pakistan is a weaker economy but it can 
srobabls count on China to help it balance India's greater 
sealth. A cold shoulder from the international community 
md a neighborhood weapons pilcup would neither help 


India's security nor get it out of the third world poverty imp. 
There is little doubt the government faces a challenge. But 
compared to testing, converting (he impetus gained from (he 
Pokliran tests into something diplomatically tangible is 
infinitely more difficult. 




(The Telegraph, 13 May IWS) 





Wlf the Jds 3 « 13 ges <'f “ dCC,arCd 

tthile tie*'.'•"« 11 ‘ ,| The latc-Nl tews nrc an assert,f, n 

Thai dunged <»»•“> dl>l „g alt ii »msi t‘» enwre i )v 

lhal the couniiy •* ' |)|C ,- lfs , sign of foil creeled 

%rcunl> and not cru a | rc3 ds assessed that il can live 

punishment. »hic!i n " 

with . . ^, inmcn is are a logical culmination of 

polio ha. .A« « .cec„, 

ihc direction that m ' micrnntionnl opprobrium 

Ja>< compteu- « «'•' »' " 

ii nukes tmnicni inT from a position ol strength. 1|, IS 
and then to sign • « d chllU did in the run-up to the 
■' e\ac«l> "ha ■ * J)tcf making sure ilut their 

Cl HI n, c> ^ st iffer trom a b.m on further 

unclear prog'-' j( om p lllcf sunnl.nion first 

.<>'> »•’“"* f* ‘ „,C I.an nn.cr.rn.MS 

- 2m Adhere ... — pa-., of .he 

om""h $a.h>S*hat « ..." a*.«***»"> 

too ranch necj no., perhaps. bo '«d 
C ’!„Z ha. demanded India > . . J ' :c " 4,,,n . l0 ,h,> r 

treat, and •'"'otic.'" mi. no. coon.cnar.ee anjthing than of 

M • |ju. India*, enrren. •*" "S' 1 )* »' "»'• a 

ricco.ia<ioc .ranee »hich e*.M. hccomc more 
jcct.inittodatutg if .he »->Hd com...*...., and epedaUj 
America acrces to soften the Mow of sanctions and other 
acton India can nosv well allord to he sect to be 
conciliators and accede fully to C\ Indeed it ssottld 
disadvantageous in the extreme for tt not to do so 
Fortunately there seems little indication that tins government 
is inclined to follow such a course but it must nevertheless 

he warned against spoiling a brave enterprise, well executed. 

(The hu/tiin Exprcs% A/m /■/. I99S) 



Aftershock 

What awaits the Bharatiya Jama Parts led government 
V far more difficult than the rclativclv casv business 
o 3 t3S j n j| ic hacksard In the desert dust killed up bs 
°ff bonifyr^ j CSU . r< j a ^*s triple unclear detonation is the 

t for a major diplomatic coup d'etat Hut one that 
potentia sc ( j R . s v.ills of Otto son Bismarck Mr 


ss on I d 
Henrs 


Kissinger. However. it requires the BJP government 

possess the will to 

lit moves, there 


' fC cocm/e such a potential exists and pos 
‘ |7C ,|,c moment. If il fads to male the rig 
* II be siends accumulation of political and economic 
Minuses These, over time. could more than oii;\tcij.*h the 
nluscs earned in terms of an enhanced sense of national 
status If the tests arc allowed to take ,tlacc in isolation, the 
hcsl India can hope for is ns nuclear weapons status to 

.email, stuck at a slightls higher level of development >•/ 

scars to come H "ill remain an irritant in the coun.rs s 

foreign poliev. hi.1 odd little .o India's 

objectives*. Tire ..on. would be an mre.nar.onal pariah 

slain., a loss of investors confidence in tie .s u-r.r 

a,ms race ..ill. both Pakistan and China that cM Wert 

India while. 


'if India wants to gam f.om these exp^ton* »j 
move to open a dialogue with the nitcc 

countries can protest, it «> °'d> V ' as ,n & nb ,.hercd It 
counts. So far. the US has been tc.na.kabK unbo.hc.c ^ 

has declined to cancel the No\civKi '« f 3 ih<r 

Clinton. It has onl> spoken of mandators san.n 
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Mnnf .,v lhai be- 7'"* 

lW b„o... 'bout comproum.^ •«•*'» * »««*>' 

' be d‘*» c " ,,h W „ M « «l»e weapons and 

cZcci m’ Of ihe " e "'”' 3> nfC j c <1 •«» counicr threats to the 
delivery s>Mc.ns 'hat arc . |y lf ,l,crc .* no India 

nation-* .ndepc«de»ce •" ^ „ buoyant economy do? 
north the " Ul ' h C o„,t.r.c*. winch arc tn the 

mwrcsimfly. "'^ c .'A 0 t India have di.plicitouMy 

torclroot of , atipn of international treaties by 

overlooked the n^n' hc 3 r* reiteration that a power 

lfu: hie powers Andit ha >t # nuclcaf weapon. Ihe US. 

is deemed big onl> ,’/'*? dou hlc standards in .tv approach to 

■" particu'ar.'j *«• > j>w „. So. only has .1 fatted to 

stib-contmentat security ;|jon nl nuclear and missile 

prevent cover! Pacts'. ^ ^ |ic away with the IVessIcr 

technology, hut "« brn v.c on Islamabad s m.l.tar.st 

Amendment which actco 

d«'S ns . . ,r, has no pretence to being a non-nuclear 

Now that Ind • J „ l3 , its military technology ts 

weapons state, it •* confirms that a resolute 

«*« *•»•- o> "> • h " >«» 

Government wtH t series of tests saying they 

*f‘V rkcuhc=pplic.,<ion of its nttelcv weapons 

were needed to p ^ # prcIudc , 0 il> becoming a 

technology. Vajpavee has suggested that 

S^'^'tv » 1..C possibiii.) ..r accepting r 

CTB-f constraints. The ootid ssoold be t.nfa.r to dtsheheve 
„s And as far as domestic opinion is concerned, he 

Government hardly needs fresh reassurance. 1 he fact that 
every Indian walks a little taller tins week compared to the 
last, is sufficient testimony to the Government s wisdom m 
reasserting national pride via Pokhr.m. 

(Tire Pioneer. May M. I M'V 
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In for a Penny 

Good show on test, now the test of diplomacy 

The two further nuclear tests at V.luan on Wednesday 
• vf a nuclear enough indication that the government’s mind 

? . • 2.. nolxt dir^rltrtn TIm. • . 


mvC •> i* 11 '*' - ~ . — ..‘wot > uima 

■<; working in the right direction. The signal is heartening 

3nd ,|tc tests arc to be welcomed. It seems almost certain that 
, ie government wants to go ahead and sign the 
Comprehensive Test Han Treaty—when it is good and icady. 
That is. after completing round tests required even greater 
spunk than the first and a determination to pm India's 
interests first. The international reaction after the first round 
was hardly unexpected but even so a government could have 
been forgiven for losing its nerve. That it has not done so is 
commendable. The euphoric public reception to the first 
round, though not for the most sober of reasons, has study 

helped this resolve along. 

The fact of matter is that having taken the plunge on 
May II. it would have been foolish for India to buckle to 
international outrage and desist from further testing if the 
experts felt that it was still required. It would have been 
tantamount to having the worst of both worlds on t c nuc e t 
issue: paying the full price for testing in the tect o ' 
opposition and still failing to go the whole hog to 
its security. This sort of dithering and muddle ts. . 
wb u has characterised Indian nuclear P° ,c * ' . 0 f 

India has paid the price of being a known nuc c u 

refusing to sign various truck.- disams.mcn. .5'"-""" 
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hL'CaiUC *ii» .. 

' h j' uX “5c ...cials and materials were developed 

research under adverse crcuo,stances 


deadlines and unmanageable 


rc 
a 


, j||t\ brigade missed not one 
sclf-ansnnted )lC ', c<nr blackmail Countries which 

„PjH.rtuiiH> io f f ' orl U ’| |nd c \c to nuclear proliferation m 
sonseincub * hb<ir hood eagerly imposed trade 

"""'. inoloes control regimes on us. choking off 
-..iiiciions and tesl ^ | |U |, n „ scientists nrc made of 

venues o» progress ) (Q ac |,; C vc a miracle. All 

siemer stufl They " C ... A |»j Abdul Kalam and Dr. R. 

l sn “ rl„| 0 .ici winch were denied 10 

well. "k> ""rr'“ d ' 7 neriodienllv ,0 reinven, ,|„ 

•Ti T! '.ZZnW-« .. cll'ecn.c ,00, in ,hei, 

w 

h 

llmuiuh 

“'end «Mhc>- pro.ed Hint human mind could find 
"“‘l J !'.V seemmely impose,Me snumions. 

Indi’-enous sa,elide launeh vehicle, became a real,,. 
Mi.olc. heean ,aki«e shape. After years of se.luded 
• s,enee se'iem.sls cra.lualls cmerped ,mo a sunshine of 
success I1..S lhc> .sere cm.lent ,0 Use muler adverse 
reslr, cl,ons and )« they prosed lime human mind could I,nd 
a wav out of even seemingly impossible situations. 
Indigenous satellites were fabricated .and successfully 
launched into orbit. Satellite hunch vehicles became a 
reality Missiles began taking shape. Alter years of secluded 
existence, scientists gradually emerged into sunshine of 
success. Rut they were content to live tinder the shadow, 
behind the doors of laboratories where they found a 
com fort nut companionship in complicated nticrotcsts and 

computer simulations. 

It ts time for them to step out and accept .a grateful 
nation’s thanks giving. The Government, on its part, should 
not merely be content with applauding or conferring awards 
on them but should raise their moral and spirit by allocating 
more funds for research and development. As Dr. Kalam 
incc said: “A nation is made great by its people.” 

(The Pioneer. ,\fav 13. I99S) 


Tcst of Aplomb 


bonw more m the folio* 

through- Alter a succession of governments th« leaked Z 

e x, M poro..s Steves. Mr. Alai Bihar’, Va.ray '•! 
administration appears to have accomplished the impo^iblc 
in keeping both tests a closely guarded secret.. Thu the 
multi-million dollar US spy in sky too failed to detect 
preparations, is an added source of comfort. Significantly i, 
has also now been revealed that in his letter to President 
Clinton, the Prime Minister has caicgortcallyMefcrTtd to a 

f* A ^ I /I ■ M V /% Uk # a J A a ^ _ A V • . 


Clinton, .- .— '•“* v t.vnvaiijr>jt»cTi^a 10 a 

s of tests" Indin proposed to conduct. Th’r. letter was 

„ »l%f* 1 IQ Proctflpnf nn 1 I ir» ik« ...k - l 


•Scries 


“ ■ ” r ■ i— wiiuuv .1 . i ii^. itucr \S JS 

sent to the US President on May II. in the afte* noth of the 
first set of explosions. Clearly, therefore, the Government 
uas. all along planning several such tests which, Mr 
Vajpayee assured Mr. Clinton, would be "limited in number 
and pose no danger to any country which has no inimical 


intentions towards India:. 

Nevertheless, the international outcry’ Against Monday’s 
explosion ; s now certain to gather added momentum. Ihc 
adverse economic consequence of abandoning tbc 
hypocritical stature of a quasi-nuclcar state will also be felt 
in concrete terms. Already. President Clinton has announced 
the imposition of sanctions and Japan. India s biggest donor, 
has scrapped all aid. Despite the popular upsurge in favou, 
°f the tests, the markets cannot be expected to react 
jubilantly to widespread sanctions. The Government »chi . 
therefore, need to weigh the economic fallout o 11 
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,hr IIS move needs lo be condemned 

follow. For that 

in the strongest r°*‘" e (hc gS |,as imposed sanctions. 
Of course, now ^ >oi|| |hc economic costs of 

questions are bound decision to go nuclear eve,, 

the BJI’-lcd poser. fC spondcd with pessimism, 

though the sioc mar |fCj anmJl ,„cctl by Mr. Clinton 

the direct imp-set o r Official US aid to India— 

.« '» 'Z 'lonZ .»>«.».- -ill '* «. “If •. 

currently about 100 P j| ic German government 

„„ US f 1 -";''"!;,.. cancelled l«, 30 

n.illio» «o«h ofatd. Apa.M'0 involved ate 

Weaned iuelfof»<* »•„, in Nt „ Delhi. Fntute 

haidly sottts to C 1 U»C « P IMF might be in 

103,15 rtont the *o.W »« n |j|llc jf „ lcsc 

S tespeeting the soveteignt, or 

instiiuiioi .. . ,| lC us veto what might 

£ sound economic paekases. The only potential 

"e orwotty is the snowballing effect US satactions could 
", e on the mood of ove.seas investors. However, the 
onan.nm and pace of foreign direct tnvestmentw.ll prove 
more tesponsive to New Delhi's economic polices at the 
ground level than to any other factor. Thus, paradoxically 
after taking a defiant stand on the nuclear front, the BJP-lcd 
government might find itself under pressure to temper its 
defence on the economic one and adopt a more vnlcoming 
stance towards foreign capital than il has done so far. If that 
happens, the fallout from Pokhran 1998 would have 
effectively smothered ‘’’swadeshi*. 

(The Tima of India* A lay M. 1998) 




Salaam, Scientists'. 

I.et not the glory o/ die succe„f u | nuf , 
c0 ,ncrcd b> Politicians alone. l|, c hon „. , tJr he 

counties scientists and visionaries WV e ^ ,ft lS ‘ 

„ r APJ Abdul Kalam. It is a testimony , 0 ,l ' 11 *"* 

professionals whose commitment and dedication uLm ? 
Liltcn in letters of gold in history KwVs lVlcv . J’ b * 
warriors ot science and technology came uuh e IC vJ" c '*" 
nation which found itself marooned in despj,, They |, TW 1 

hope when the chips were down. They icsioicd scH-itswa 
and pride wlien people were wrapped in a ?3 \] 0 f ? , 00m 0 . {) 

depressing political instability nilJ economic icccsm-im 
K udos to them Kudos to their ceaseless spun of in-enuny 
;ind marvellous pei severance in ovciainnng not onlv th# 
nicer in of successive government they have tad to* oil 
under. licit also the pathetic \voikin£ conditions m which 
thev function. I hey hove demonsttakd those issues hie 
meagre salaiv ami career stagnation is mmoi itniair.s when 
the cause is so nohlc as the pride ol nation. 

Pokhran 1974 to Pokhran I99S is an cvcinphiv s.v:.v of 
dedication and cmirnue. It was the collective dint ot .v 
Vikrain Saaiohhai. a Dr. Ilomi Htablu and a Hr Kaji 
Kninnnna to Inigo a clear v ision of India s midi\ir cap.d'ditv 
which culminated in the dramatic cxpto'i.n on Mas IS 
1974 It showed the wot Id a glimp'C ot what the <«•»"»'> 
could do when faced with a challenge h was a tie. 
challenge then It has been a utvatci challenge ihdc.i ur 
I he first Pokhran blast triggered an intciiutioiial 1 P ,<VJl ' 




eiw* the US m ° ve " eedl 10 ** COndtmned 

[« the monge*'P° 11,ble * <n ^ c us |,Ji imposed unctions. 
Of course. no* «" d jb0 ut , he economic costs of 

questions •« bound decision to go nuclear even 

the OJP-tcd P overn "! C hlvc responded with pessimism. 

ihough the stocl. m* cl announced by Mr. Clinton 

Ihc direct »'np*ct of th^ official US a.d to India- 

are unlikely 10 f r n j||,on per annum— will be cul olf »s 
current!) .boot IOCI m. >on P* ^ Ccfman government 

also US commercialI ba k Japj|> ^ cancelled some 30 

hll called off aid « from , hc fac , that it is time India 

million worth of aid P ,|, c amounts involved arc 

W«.«d « ff ■“‘ h "„ t „ m IXIhi. future 

hardly g<J' n s «° c * os P d , hc IMF might be in 
loans from the World BanV mhO^ ^ ^ , f ^ 

jeopardy but even ere _ ct ; n g the sovereignty of 
institutions not know thf us velo what might 

countries to begin vm .••riraues. The only potential 

otherwise be sound cconomi sanctions could 

- ,e - f -ro ^^^-Zrors. However, the 
havc on the mood^^ inveJime „, will prove 

quantum an p Delhi's economic policies at the 

more responsive to New uem s ^ parado^.c.lly. 

?r,a^l dcVVnt stand°on the nuclear front, the BiP-.cd 

penmen, m, s h. find Iw* »»f 10 ',7"," 

He fence on the economic one and adopt an ^ 

"r sar;r - 

effectively smothered swadesht . 

(The Timex of India. Miry M. / w V 




l/i • orctc c 

nrofc^ionals " l,osc commitment and fcdicibon ifeoulj K 

Written in letters of gold in history KxVv These unknown 

u jrriots of science and technology came to the rescue cl» 

n3 ,jon which found itself marooned in dcspiu They fcroujht 

h0)K when the chips were down. Thcv restored sc’u-rcspc:t 

and pride when people were wrapped m a pill P f ploom ovci 

depressing political instability and economic recession 

Kudos to them Kudos to their ceaseless spirit cl ingenuity 

jnd marvellous perseverance in overcoming m-t oc.lv the 

mtcria of succcssiv c government thcv have had ta work 

under. But also the pathetic wolfing conditions in which 

ihev 1 unction. the) have demonstrated those wsscs life 

meanre salary and career stagnation is minor imiants when 

the cause is so noble as the pride ot nation 

Pokhran 1974 to Pokhran w an cverapUrv sag* of 
dedication and courage. It was the collective effort of » 
Vikram Saatabhai. a Dr Mom. Uhabha an a 0« R. 
Rnmanna to forge a clear vimou of InJa s nuclear sapah.ht) 

which culminated in the dramatic ssp ovnvn v . 

1974 It showed the world a glim?'* o a '.'. tcJI 

sould do when faced with 3 ^l^lkurc thcrelucr 

challenge then. It tins been a ^ *. f 

nc r„« pou,™. him msp.^" ' mm " M P 


224 


. ,, ., ul inviir.iiico polic> in ihc C'cm of „„ 

n jP ,jk "\* ( . 1COOMI ,. ng.nn mix lime voon While the 

Iumhj! io tati . ,| )C t C >t\ lins existed toi mh, u . 

'"""i' X--'.. «•«-» 

tune. i»ic )<w8 Nn« thni llic Ml’ lux lake. 

Mr Hm ..«»■'? °V .^ lo erasp the nuclear ..elllc. „ 
ihc momentous « ^ ^ wa>s m x* Inch ftie xiinaiion c.m 

,urn 10 exp on r ad , anlagc the response of the 

be turned i* fanatical, has been to me the 

*«»• as hxp.K-nl.xar x » ^ ^ ^ a fcvcfsa| in 

)lireJI of economic of , nm; , l0IIS . however. ss,|, 

India s polis-s > > | n *lin Ins crossed ihc nuclear 

Riibicon^aiid'ihr^clock cannot lie turned hack At lens, no, 
K l l f L olhcr ,u c declared m.clcnr weapons powers. ns well 

r;iLu- nusl Israel. SI, together xxi,I, «« '« n 

rslleclisch ot ridding humankind ol tins menace 1 lie 

,h, WM il.c US ,«.» M '«<!» » '««* ^ '■«" 

;l" prtdicuWc lm<>. I. p."i«S "« l»J.» '» * 

by counir.es like Japan and Australia, "'"s ' ,K, P t * 
legitimate the cult ot nuclear "capons bv extending the M T 
indefinitely and asa.lmg of the comlort provided bv the 
nuclear security blanket ol ihc US New, Dell;, has now said 
i, (> vs illinc to slippi'M certain parts ol the Cl H I so lung as 
.here is -rocipr.seitvh n.i.s, go further and work towards 
the conclusion of a comprehensive were reached, the danger 

of a dama-cina unclear arms race could partially he averted 
and there vsnnld be- a palpable lessening sd tensions m the 

rcituffl 

(The finte* of India. Mu i /J. /VV\) 


Test of Nerves 

Given the hypocrisy which governs US policy 
nuclear matters, the imposition of limited unctions min,, 
India seas only to be expected. President Bill Clinton, who 
had already P 18 * 1 ' U P his mir >d "ell befoit India cond acted 
two additional tests in Pokhran on Wednesday, signed the 
sanctions order a few hours before he was slated publicly to 
with these explosions it has concluded its “plaaaed senes of 
tests" and that it is now willing «o adhere to certain part of 
,hc CTBT. The world is bound to surmise that the choiee of 
words is not accidental and that further t^sts. which may be 
part of other "planned series", have not been explicitly ruled 
out. Wednesday’s tests apparently involved devices the US 
calls "inininukcs" and “microoukcs". and the data generated 
will be used to conduct computer simulations and sub- 
critical test aimed at further refining India’s nuclear 
capabilities. The 1994 law invoked by Mr. Clicton nukes it 
mandatory for the US to impose sanctions on -non-nuclear 
states" which conduct nuclear test. Apart from being 
oxymoronic— a state which conducts a nuclear test can 

hardly be considered “non-nuclear"— the »»" “ 
discriminatory as it seeks to punish others for extrCrt ^ * 
right the US and the other four big powers have artogi 

themselves. It is up to Indians alone to dee * > 
the government has done will help iapro'* 1 

ordinary citizen or not. In the 1 has the 

this issue will nnd should be debated. But no *• ^ 

fight to dictate to another what policies it c 
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K, B ro*s fiturcs *nd the apparent picture Tor 
over the l»i» e, S"t * dr.itfcally cu * dovM ’ on B ove,nm em 

crinted. He mutt now mMnini . statements but those 

spending, not ,hr " * , 0 be implemented. He should 

which actually 6 C ' n , a kcr* , 0 devise a package 

instruct his cCOflon V foreign investors to continue to 
ittractivc enOU * h h , d ,|so be clarified with alt the tact 
pstronitmg India. ' » impelled by either insecurity 

po.vblc ’“itajTo fortify i.Klf f-on, «,c 

Of belligerence, n %i ^ i0VCfC ignty. Revanchism will 

hydraheaded onsl* B meaningless: it will only help 

mike the U«ei' P f0 ^ c S ' I'ndia to be punished hard for its 
those who would th " |J|c Rashtry ., Swayamsewnk 

“temerity. >"« , ldy gone to town on the nuclear 

Singh's mout"p.c«e «.dy«g^ jn thejf anxicly 

issue holds a warn g njp.| c d government, the often 

» I**" ,h ' "T„.Uy 'rn.mm.wVc»J<«. of .he S«. S k 

imprenionshle .rtd , blek ,« M,. 

v,iw«"coulJ 0 consi<l.r Tokyo to .H.y *e fc.A of 

«oi"r.« If. fo' some .e.son, he crtrtol do ,lu. himself. 

Shouldchoose .he bes, mme "A 

l„d’.n interests. E.|*ori. •«> self-eortg.eu.le.oty no,ses are 
no substitute for good, ralional policies. As Jpnathan Schell 
wrote in his celebrated classic on the nuclear issue, there is 
one last chance for all those who cxerc.se the option; it 
should never be wasted. In other words, the next few weeks 
will determine how adroitly the Vajpayee government 

negotiates a decidedly tricky terrain. 00 , 

b (The Asian A fie. A fay I ?9S) 


• 4 
- % 


2?<t 



The Day After 

Once the haze of euphoria induced by India's recent 
nuclear tests lifts. One might begin to see the outlines of the 
BJP led government’s dramatic decision as also it precise 
timing. After all. Monday’s tests only brought into the open 
a recessed capability the world knew India already 
possessed. While scientists and strategists can quibble over 
whether or not the credibility of India’s nuclear deterrent 
required testing, the fact is that no test of a nuclear dev ice by 
any country has ever ended in failure. Thus, the Vajpayee 
government’s decision could not have been dictated by 
military necessity alone. Nor could it have been compelled 
by the strategic desirability of India shedding its nuclear 
ambiguity, something these columns have argued in favour 
of in the past. The same end could presumably have been 
achieved by a mere statement to that effect. Clearly, by 
going for broke, the BJP wanted to make a political 
statement. And judging by the immense outpouring of 
nationalism the tests base evoked, the parts cm count on ns 
popularity also mushrooming. A government that was till t 
prev ious day being criticized for having taken no major 
decision on the policy front other than to warn of a tou* 
budget— and which was virtually under mcjc from wit in 
has now earned for itself a definite measure of support an 

stability. . 

Since the order for Pokhran tests must have cn i* 0 f 
soon after Mr. Atal Bihari Vajpayee won is v 
confidence on March 28, it is tempting to surmise 
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. n even lti»»dcr tine thin 
like ‘'^'VJh/contenpUte- while Chin, it not 

wsihin* Washington n g m| |e lhc cat v P** for these 

f oi«f •" v‘ «nd New /-cl«nd. whose 

uiiclea. ,cm ' . i oui | y responding to domestic anti 

prolifcrai'i'O lohMev. h ■ p rcfcrrc d answer to the 

the proMem* and china-style compromise: 

cmcrgn’£ j«» before signing the NPT. 

ihcv conducted their las ^ ;| js „ ow ready to s.gn the 

Delhi has already mdic nj nill Clinton, and there 

NPT m the P rcsc " CC ° nccd for sanctions. It is possible 
should consequent!) * . Appr0 val for such an option? 

,hat there t> ''”P ,C '* Ccrlni nl> «hi* iecn " IO hc ,I,C mOS * 

It is even possible no • ^,ueen fact and claims in 

logical solution to t c doubted thnt both India and 

South Asia. No one has senousl) do , answer 

••*«» ■" TK«,. but. ,f 

con<liiioni f “ • 

South AstJ it bk >• . p ki . tan Once both nations 

"'•ti-h^r-t^'^^U the other without 

are cons .need * . c ,h c sc nsc of agreements 

self-destruction may be the) will sec tne * 

iradc travel and ihe shared joy of peace. It was MAD 
£,£*. which brought peace to Europe m the second half 

of a century, which has witnessed two of history s most 
bloodthirsty world wars. The uhimate weapon ensured 

lasting peace between the Wes. and the Soviet Union 
without nuclear weapons the Cold War would have ■warmed 
up more ihan once. It will be impossible to prevent Pakistan 
from conduction its own nuclear test now; let both sides 
claim victory and s.gn the NPT. India's brilliant scientists 
have secured her defence; it is now up to statesmen to make 
war unnecessary or at least unprofitable. Washington will be 
templed inwards punishment in its initial reactions, if only to 
send a signal fo other threshold states. Out wisdom will lie in 
squeezing a solution out of what has happened. India is now 

ready to join the rest of the world on lliq nuclear issue I lie 
rest of the world should welcome India, not isolate it 

(The Avon Age. IS A/ur I’Wfy 
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Beyond the Euphoria 

There is understandable anxiety in New Delhi about 
what Washington's concrete response will 0 |,imaicty be to 
the nuclear tests conducted in the sands of Rajatthan; but .t 
seems that a more immediate factor is being neglected, 
perhaps by default. Japan, not American, is India's largest 
trade partner, as its leadership has now made it clear. Japan 
had categorically counselled New Delhi about six weeks ago 
not to go ahead with the tests Now that India has gone the 
opposite, or so says the dominant political and strategic 
opinion Hectingly available from Tokyo, ils government will 
take measures, which correspond with its outrage It is here 
that Indian diplomacy faced its severest test, because unless 
there is a concrete action plan to tackle the political and 
economic fallout of the tests, the country will be faced with 
a real crisis After all. Japan is not the only or.e foe Indian 
policy-makers to be worried about; the Asein bkxk. which 
has traditionally been non-too-welcoramg to Indian 
overtures, its likely to harden its stand c\cn further In the 
context, the “We Shall Overcome'* kind of line cart only be 
good politics and consolidation strategy for a rickety 
government than anything more substantial Although 
comparisons arc certainly not entirely valid, when Indin 
Gandhi had her explosion in 1974. the country was passing 
through one of ils worst years A poor agricultural yeat 
preceded and succeeded 1974. the Bangladeshi ,e “S'* 
problem was at its peak and so on Miybe. Mt Ata c an 
Vajpayee, thanks to the spadework done by his pte eecsvors 
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, , . . gone by *'»« ‘h*". India ha t 

Dm in ihc 2* ^ ku wary. So ha* .he world. ^ 

changed and bcconc rn ^ Indu may not be h appy 
w ofW i* **«* "P B the discriminatory nature of ih c 

with .be P*% of £££! the MTCR etc. Bu. .ha. doe* noa .her 

SPTiheCTDT.iheNSG- is overwhelmingly against 

Z W .ha- «<** g'*Z«S .hi, reality. , the-BJP.M 

Merely «*«« kd in inviting trouble for 
India in international f f?' dJaie a nd automatic consequence 

For example, one * ' . j nl0 force of sanction* that 

of this action will be t c ^ n0W ^ obliged to impose 
the US. acting under . • yefy cost , y , n thc very ne#f 

on India. These may P n#l - ve wi „ believe that they 
term But only ,h ' {^ n worJd opinion and that India may 

will not have an i Pj* a- important ways. Henceforth India 

be isolated m a nu aJ „ rl thcr irresponsible and 

could end up min y justifications and 

untrustworthy couMiy '• forth in , torrent form thc 

reassurances thai apologists, not to mention 

government and i wil | no t count for much. For 

p„IUfc.l in; indi. h.s triggered off. 

the mind-numbing fact will re ^ ^ ^ ^ . g ^ 
nuclear race on t c su nuclear in thc face 

:r: *«*«. 

2 . - n m 


Welcome India, do not i solate „ 

The government of Mr. Atal Bch , r ; 

, , dy won well-deserved nation,! ^ 

''gorical message to thc world that Indi?^,* f ° r rt ' 

SSy "« d >° *'° m ' — »f either 

fndiihas problems with all three categor.es amuvne^ 
to the west is belligerent by compulsion; a m.dJle-level 
nuclear to our Northeast has territorial disputes with U s and 
f course the only superpower in the world would ViVe Delhi 
to sign away our rights to a nuclear defence capability. 
These concerns have burdened every government m this 
decade, one led by the Congress, a second by the United 
Front and the third by thc BJP. In other words virtually 
every political party in thc country has been in power at 
some time or thc other in the Nineties: and there has never 
been any conflict within thc country over ocr attitude to 
security It is this unanimity which is thc true strength of 
Indian defence and foreign policy. The cross party support 
.hi. the Vaioayee government has received on the three 

including one. »hi=h *"**» « 

hydrogen bomb c.p.bili.,1 I. evidence « *««« 

holds. Thete will be mote '“ h '.SI*. «' 

Item over the next Tew months to h< ^ Prell(t „. iM 

decision with his eyes open. The Nucie ^ >£f) 

Treaty and its chief mentor, t « ' bouad»n« bid 

specific about those who transgress * cc 

down across thc world. There ye set Sutcs 
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• nclioni ap«in»t ln<ii» for the l Wet| 

trade and "'° ncU ? in ^| community «f"W. ** mAi "& « 
tcsu. The intcrn*t.on» ^ ^ , c .,«n m the n,n, t of 

nlUlJ U if i« £<**.' A|| «clion% in India, including 

nuclear non-pioli >)"j y , 0 f,cc .he ch.„ eng J 

lrl de *" d , ind “* Sieriational Atomic Energy Agency | iav 
unflinchingly- A* , 0 carry out the testa as they d 0 

pointed out. n ia rnn »initnicnts. 

not hreaV any treaty co of course, are aw are that the 

Our policy P la ,’ ns in jhc armoury would have its 

inclusion of nuclear we p |;ca , ions . India’s policy of 

defence *"<». fore, S" the neighbours and other nations 
peace and friendship ^ jcjt woull j serve this policy 

remains unchanged. ' 'j- rcsp cct for India’s principled 

better creating a new • rather than a feeling that 

position on «.««.^ ^ q( hdpIcssncM an<1 

such a policy, c .' jirocnt to nuclear non-proliferations 

weakness. India s proposed by the late Prime 

Minister R.J.v C-dKnMj o >P ^ ^ , c(ai „, its 

S",MCe l“" i«erna.ioi.»l Jisermsmerr. h»c 

suflercu ire opo u That monopoly has been 

^fei .0 some extent. «. ccld rndnee ness- Uetpfnl 
.* V ^ 5 j n [fa discussions on disarmament. 

perspectives (Satiana! Hcrafii. U .Urn- I99S) 


Nuclear Shadow 

The decision of the (shaky) coalite | C( ) by , h ' 

vet off- «« but ‘ ,UCC ’ nuclear explosion* „ 

$p i.e of the clear and unambiguous s.gnal it seeks to send ou, 

th.it the time has come to take India seriously, could turn out 

w be a rather ,11-cons.dercd once. India cannot plead, as ,t 

did from l <)7t onward, that these were “peace lull" 

explosions Their triple nature suggests that they are 

intended for weapontsing for different type of deployment, 

most likely on the Prithvi and on aircraft. Eventually, should 

tlie Agiti be productioniscd — and if China is threat number 

one it "'ill have to be— it too will acquire a nuclear 

warhead. 

What makes this action especially worrisome is the fact that 
the government, in its National Agenda, had merely said that it 
would exercise the nuclear option if necessary. (The BJP. 
however, in its manifesto, had warned that it would do so. 
though not when). The people of India, who r<ow face the 
prospect of having to live in the shadow of an enhanced r.ucltir 
threat from Pakistan, have a right to know why the tests suddenly 
became necessary They must be toW what has changed in 
India’s security environment. Tlie answer nay not b< ' er T 
reassuring, even though (here is a view within the scienli ic m 
defence establishment that the threat from China can no onger 
be ignored and that India can't become a hostage to a 

Pakistani response Indeed, some cynics may we wte si 

“Mion that the DIP has done this solely with domestic pc> ■ <■ 
n, ' ,, d. After all. Indira Gandhi had done the same thing 









, the CTBT •» » negotiable 
,Srt*en «° ,rt * declared a moratorium 

, lg n»tc<y h “ ha'« u -" b ;f 0 TJ example sc ‘ by Cbin * 

further tes * h , v c*not. *° ,hC . ,;. hc d nuclear power* ia no 
d ? relevant There J tes , before it. too. signs 


* cto ,; fc A uS?s£ , w i *!' «*-, 

.!■»«' «*?' J> gradulKd 10 . Urge, 
!£*«..<«■ *» "! '„ d ' „„ the ««" « •>>»' 

° f , dtb :" cl.^d.ng «*><■ ^ " 8 " >n * 1 

ftaS*" . , hi „ vint on .he CTBT must tho■ lAe 

The go.ernmen. > > 8 '" 1 f J, nelioB ,. Tree. Indi. will no. 

into .eeoon. .he ^ c „,b> ,o .he ex.enl >l». Iraq 

succumb to trade and m%e ^ w iH never be in short 

did Essential commoditie Govc mment should refrain 

supply here, for instance _ concerning national ego. 

from treating wnction* »* • jf lhe collective spirit. 

as adversity. Mh.chw.ll om h p y certainly hurt. 

Sanctions may not cripple Ind » ° ’ With the blasts, 

given the indifferent state of the econo ^ ^ ^ CTBT 

India has made ns P®'" 1 * , nd reg ain the moral high 

unconditionally, avoi dancer oflosing. 

ground, which it may soon bem *«•£ ^ ^ „ l99S , 


Dictated by Compulsions of 

National Security 

The spectacular ni.noc. In wh K h | oijl . 

Ihe o|«ih" P° »«'«'• b y eondoc.ioo ,h,« 
oae <» P'<" c 'apah.I.ly .0 pnd« . Mn>| „ 

matter of nntionnl pride. It has demonstrated that nnllmint 
national commitment to.security and disapproved sctpt“, 
about the competence of Indian science and technology to 
achieve the goal of self-reliance in key fields like deface, 
rise world is surprised by the development mainly because h 
was taken tor granted that India would continue to be 
oblivious of the uncertain security environment and adopt a 
sort stance even on matters that impinge on national 
sovereignty mid integrity. There is a national consenaes oc 
these matters, transcending political differences India has 
throughout kept its nuclear option open. ma\mg a realistic 
assessment of the global and regional situation 

When the Prime Minister. Mr. Atal Behan Vajpayee, 
announced the successful conduct of the three tests at a 
Hurriedly convened press conference on Monday, the 
atmosphere turned as electrify as on the occasion of the fust 
demonstration of India’s nuclear capability in the same 
Pokhran site 2*1 yeflr ago. The then Prime Minister, Mrs. 
Indira Gandhi, was not apologetic about it as she brushed 
aside the arm-twisting tactics of the Western nations who 
have always been against the expansion of the nuclear club. 
Already, there nrc indications of a possible American 
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. the retaliatory inc»«ncv ag*| nvt 
I. ,v po«‘ ble . 1 . ‘ r . h the Government hav to be 

not * *" ‘ h envure that the economy remain* 

SS *.* **&£%» -*■ shwk *" 

V ' Cl LaJ d to»^ n45n ' hCn S that only «•'“* weeks before 

•"* i, has to ** rC,1 ' cn ' l \ . ,hc Government is facing the 

Jcscni*‘io n of lhc bU k ' 0 f funds to U‘ vc ,hc "ccesury 
L bC f real.tv of * short *L j „, , hc distinct possibility of a 
SS, 'O < bc ce° n omy- Jcfcncc outla) , sufficient foods 
t b t.ntul incrc^ ; n ” r stn g the public investment 

.L cspecuHy ,or . , n mobilizing resources from 

Government h» •«* hc oJP leadership may not find it 

The normal dunnds anU # hu dgel that will impose 

politically prnJcnt » P on people. Thcsitu.tion 

additional burdent on t ^ ||k , argcr mobilisation of 

calls for innovative mea . (s cloul among the non- 

funds, in this context l.< 0 indusUy might initiate a 

resident Indians and *be « n of |he unaccounted 

move to repatriate a snb^ ^ ; c „ C(nc for investment ia 

major sectors ' nc ' ud "'^ investment, it can be more 

,mjedc the (low of fore b d jon of sueh Indian funds 

than compensated b> <"c ” 

from nhroad. //, m /usf<»» Tinn-s. May M. I9VS) 


• #• 


Seize the day 

Nio " ,lK ' vcll congratulaiury euphoria 

»’> «'* w,w: « r ,C V' has , ’ <r «? un ,n *«*e. the government wuv , 
immediately pel down to the job of dealing w,ih the 

While it hnx the attention of the woild. ,t mim fo«c«fuil> nut 

across its point of view on non-proliferation the a!ms 

control debate lus always been of * moral rather than 

legalistic nature. Until a couple ol days ago. India 
consistently held the high moral ground in spue of it\ refusal 
to sign the C omprehensive Test Han Treaty (CTHT) Ihough 
its unw illingucss to dutifully sign on the doited line tried the 
nuclear powers who proposed the treaty, they had to concede 
that India had a principled stand. Alter the nuclear tests, 
however, the situation is going to change, ntsd *wiltly. It 
would he a natural relies for the western powers, who hue 


so lar had to deal only with simplistic situations of the 
despot pitted against democracy, to brand India a rogue 

state. 

However, the tests have* also raised India to the level 
where it can look upon these nations as its peers, and to see 
that its point of view gets a decent hearing. Sow, at shiv 
turning point, the government must act with dispatch to 
capitalise on the event, or lose the initiative forever It can # 
look back on two precedents— China and francc ran nuclear 
test just bclorc they signed the C1BT. Hut the Ihm " c P 
talcn by the government a short while after the explosions is 
°f uncertain to merit. It announced that it would he wi mg 
lo %tih\cribc to certain el:mcnts ol the treats . o ar. no 
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The day after 


The expression* of support from political panic* Sa d 
business houses in India for the nuclear test conducted ,t 

Pokhran underline the kind of unanimity cutting aero** 
partisan concerns svh.ch have always marked events of th,* 

P ire Where defence and foreign aTfairs arc concerned. 
"i 3 rarclv been any major difference between the 

p» M >.«i* s~i«*» " i,h 'J'vr f "r 

Minister Alai BcU-sri Vajpayee informed the l.ender of ike 
Opposition in the l.ok Sabl.a M. Shared I'awat. about she 
blasts- The Congress. on its putt, hits seen the tests .itt^l, 

' enmimtihons of the I17-1 implosion, einphists.n f Oar 
scientific progress." It is now evident IItat ,n the >ears slit, 

, 7 ., ,|,e Indio,t scientists had hep. abteas. of technologies 
deveiopmem in the nuclca, field and had neve, sl.eke.ed 
fhei, efforts in any stay. Iron. this standpotnt. India,-as|,« 
i screwdriver’s turn away from making the bomb. Sons ihi 

sss-- 

India's sense of vulnerability declare 

option open, however. India bad < >™ c " " ^ l0 ,W 

prowess presumably because n ‘ 1 allies niust have 

sanctions. Although the US .in ils '*«•* ’ CPU |d n pt 

been fully aware of India’s nuclear .p >’ of , hc fornu 1 

take any punitive steps m the absu 
declaration by India of its nuclear status. 
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Now that the UJP ^ cll0icn to exffe 

■ will have to adju*« , 0 , 1 „ luliow , ||h ^ 

fully ac<iuaintcd. The reaso* why ,h e [jjp .1 . 

public", as it were, about IrvJia*, c»p,hi!,w . 6 ° 

•"»>■ n °‘ ,l “ VC **" * ' CCrC ‘ 10 nuuertd. f ^ 

virtually from the day „ ,** amed ^^ 
squabbling among the fiJP’s partner* and the impress™^ 
was fc f0 ' ,n< * «boMt the Mpleuatu of the oin\\ 

leaders, including Mr. Vtjpa>*c. to maintain daeptu* iod 

I a Eovcrnaftce. mtnt Wave 

persuaded il lo take a dramatic step which would diven 

attention from its problem* li may have also been meant a* 
a reassuring sign to the BJP’s hard-core supporters who have 
undoubtedly been dismayed bv the decision to pnt some of 
tlsc vital point* in the party's agenda in cold tlorage. It has 
also to be acknowledge that India’s nuclearisation has been 
advocated by the party for many years, going back to its Jaa 
Sangh days. From this aspect the move it not all that 
surprising. However, the question will remain whether ill 
the implications of the fateful step, especially those on the 
economic front, had been adequately considered by the 
ruling alliance prior lo the event. 

Il is hoped that the Vajpayee Government had devoted 
some time to strategic planning to cope with the economic 
fallout of the blast. In a way. the mood of tclf-asiorancc in 
their wake can be fruitfully utilised to prepare itc country 
for an austerity package and a period of self-reliance 
economic field in the event of US and its allies ur.posing any 
sanctions. As of now. the stoppage or bilateral aid by the US 
docs not mean much, but a more worrisome aipeet i* • 
possibility of trade sanctions by the I'S id \U .opean 
Union in the form of a ban on icchnol ^ cr * * 
and llic imposition of additional import ut> on ” * 
exports by withdrawing the benefits 0 l <c S cfVC 
scheme of preference (GSP) to c t * 

uncompctativc. At a time when Indian exports in t 

well, any additional jolt of this nature will hm »»»M> 

unfavourable consequences for i^ c ^ |rtC 
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India’s Compulsion 


, fC withdrawn and sandions arc 

Even c"v«£ xvof |d ,n a simulated d.vpUy of 
threatened by ovcr India's decision to conduct 

anger and d.scnch.ntm ^ X vould do -ell to ponder 

nuclear tests, the US* madc , ndia u kc the dee,sue 

0VC r the compulsions V|r|ually unst.ntcd help -h.di 

step. One of these is ff0m the US and also to a 

Pakistan bad recede ^ #n uninhibited policy of 

Urge estenl from C • £ Thc American interest in 

belligerence . us5ng ,« as a client state to sctvc 

bolstering Pakistanila> b ^ Co , d War n ,„ even 

Washington s P lirp0 . c f or Pakistan did not end. foe if 
afterward*, the Amen ^ Afghan “freedom fighters" 

it -'»* n0 necdcd jouid be used to extend US influence 
against the Soviets. « ^ * cour5c< oll0 wcd itself to be 
into Central Asu PaVtStan ^ |nanncf NvhJch ,hc mister 

treated not as a fr '^' Amcr ; ean indulgence placed it m 
deemed necessary . nb j c , p acquire conventional 

thc unique position o S technology from China 

arms from the US and help . n « *«*“ |, goes -ithoat 

while Washington looked c . American ard 

saying that the central po. « of ^ , counter to 

Chinese attitude was to build P cm s n rra*smcnt to Beijing 
India -hose democracy -as an emba irT||aliw to 

and -hose independent sp.nl 

Washington from the non-ahgnc bi ,„ y has to * 

. .* • -_ A in -irnHire Jl n|lCIC 3 ‘ c * , r for 


many years- an overt one r„«n t„d,a. 4nd , Co , 

Chin> -Inch has been ccmv.uot , M „» help (<* JTvZT 
Because of tins looming danger, India d.d decided ,o uVc , 0 
the iHiclenr path in I9?4. hut its decision u> cloak the m , l1rr 
in ambiguity, presumably to escape sanction. ICCfn| , 0 J 

conveyed a message of -caknot However the 
vccrct.vcncss d.d not prevent the US from demanding ,be 
capping- rolling hack and elimination of whaler nwctof 

pro-css India had acquired Not only that. »f, tI securing i« 
themselves thc seemingly God-given right to maintain p*,, 
own unclear arsenals for all times to coenc under a revised 
NPT, the Big I ivc led by US demanded that India sign on 
dotted line for the CTBT. So. while nearly half a ccniury of 
the US-China-Pakistan collaboration would continue. India's 

hands -ere to be tied behind its bacl It was evidently a 
situation -Inch this country could not accept while Pakistan 
continued to indulge in terrorism and thc border problem 
with China remained unresolved 

CPk H.iuJuiiim Timh-\ ,lfcrv 11 lfi\) 
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New Clear Strategy 


• unanvwcr.ihlc argument for l‘okhran.|| ? 

TbC,C ' J ihcie nuclear device*. India joins the 
h»»mg ,cl,c0 on% as 3 „ acknowlodged have and not. 

disarmament n g becr)i (|1 ,| l3 , SC iisc the three devices 
as was the ease. R#jas ,|, a „ village put an end to the 

that sh «<*««« c ‘ lh3 , hjs accompanied India's nuclear 
tedious h>ps - bljs(s clearly, indicate potential 

r, ' C,0nC; . nn No more insufferable burcacratcsc on nuclear 

weaponisation ^^re „ casy l0 figure uu, how 

C \ Pk>S ^ deoloTtls' nuelear arsenal if .« ever does - on 
^.dia svill P ^ the pri)hv j aild given that China ,s 

N> * rd d ; hc threat number one. The Agm when tt rolls 
oVfSction lines. Such clar.ty is welcome m the country 
governments have traditionally made a mess of 
r.tmnal security and strategic questions by falling between 
ihrtvo stools of "peacemkism" and powerplay that comet 
Z nation-states. So. followmg France and 

China t*fore they signed the CTBT. and having shown the 
world we nave it. India should he able to persuade others 

(hat we .ire ready to oblige. , 

The tricky qucM.on i> whcihcr ilic uorld will listen. 

Initial reactions have been predictably unfavourable. 

Significant is the relatively muted reaction from America^ 

Washington has jumped on India in 1995 when Us eyes and 

cars detected nuclear test preparations. The then Prime 

Minister Narasimlia Rao had roughly the same strategy o 

negotiating from strength. Rno’s government exchanged 

unplcascd words with Mill Clinton's administration but 
didn't go ahead. If Prime Minister Vajpayee has. •« » 
unlikely that he expected to fool America’s extensive 

monitoring system. What satellites picked out in 1995 cou 
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have been hidden from them in 1998. That 

„<* r rob3bl Lmely interesting question whether America in 
raises tl ,c eM |he |csti and decided not to try and prompt 

fid kne^ 0 ^ nQ confirmation of this will ever be 
them. t ^ c;iU * froni either government. But there’s 
fortli<°"" n ^ 8 | evidence to mount the hypothesis that 
crcumstinli hQwcvcr grl ,dgiitgly. have accepted India’s 
Aweric* 1 J' c | car ita tus before parring down nuclear 
ihcsison P ar,t y ,n 

C,pab f that is the c#sc * ,l,c rcarcd sanctions may not bite too 
1 )n any ease, all sanctions put together have fewer 

■»* |; vc consequences than popularly imagined. For 
nCSJ ole an American vote against India’s loan applications 
^ihc World Bank. IMF and ADB— cited as the costliest 

economic fall out— will not necessarily stop the money at 
,hc gates. America docs not have a veto in these institutions. 
\nd it needs to be remembered that action by America in 
I97J did not stop India from availing of multilateral loans. 
Furthermore, with economic troubles in East and Southeast 
Asia. America has strong reasons for not putting a spanner 
anywhere near the troubled works. 

Such, guarded optimism however doesn’t apply to the 
domestic front. No caveats, cautions or clarifications arc 
needed to say that these explosions have blown away, for 
some lime, the troubles in New Delhi. The Prime Minister 
suddenly looks strong, and not just nice but hapless. Even 
his political advisor’s grandstanding seems forgivable. The 
BJP doesn’t look lost. The Opposition, with the exception of 
the Left which is unlikely to political allies can now carp 
about demands only at the risk of appearing silly. The low 
>icld device isn’t going to blow away Jayalahtha’s high 
nuisance factor. But perceptions arc important in politics. So 

1 *' mc ' the extent the BJP has improved one, nnd bought 
'he other. Pokhran’ 98 is perfect politics. 

A footnote is appropriate. We need no longer worry 

? ,| " ^miking water in villages, compulsory education, a 

arable health service, housing, or infrastructure. We have 
l! >c boinbl 


(The State in tan, May' 13. I99S} 




Big Bang Theories 

following the immediate blush of national pride and a 
I,,tie j*c ai New Delhi's pluck, some hard policy qucstionj 
need to be asked about the government's intentions in having 
three nuclear tests in Rajasthan. It is not enough to say this 
demonstrates India’s technological power Underground 
nuclear testing is something India lias long been accepted to 
have had the know-how for. Even the addition of a hydrogen 
bomb is something that would have impressed more 30 years 
ago rather than today. The countries capable of building 
atom bombs run into the dozens and include at least one 
subsaharan African country. It is also not enough to say this 
will enhance India’s security. The original 1974 PoVhran 
nuclear explosion made India a nuclear weapons power in all 
but name. It is noteworthy that neither Pakistan nor any 
other country ever directly confronted India on the 
battlefield after-wards. The point of unclear deterrence is not 
that the weapon is ever used, but rather that it prevents the 
circumstances in which it would be used. The 1974 
explosion roughly succeeded In this goal. What the 
Dharatiaya Janta Party government has to show is that its 
decision to test the bombs was part of a larger strategy. 

If the government’s thinking was purely regional, in 
other words the tests were solely muscle flexing, the 
detonations arc difficult to defend. It is now all but 
inevitable Pakistan will test nuclear bomb. The domestic 
pleasure on Islamabad will be impossible to resist. 
Unfortunately, such a test would automatically negate any 





from 


, ii hid only The tests nrc even 

| fl dia "iH loSC 1 c , to China. Chinn has had an 

‘1'Vn.njllcss when ovcr , n dia for decades 


-'Scss when it eon;« .o - ^ fo , dccadcs . 

*’°^h<itn" , p -r c :r pnray wi,h ch, r a ' . a 

c .'^ «H.ntry > ccU • r India, it will succeed only 


country sCcU . „ icr ,|, an India, it will succeed only 
'£r, *«' " mt If' tJ,; result CO.,Id be -Uurt.,u S Fmo will. 
h»W'* E Mivh.il Gorbachev's dcscr.p.iou o( n 

weapon 

.ru"^Vh». me BJP bus imbedded .he .cs.s in 
What is hope ritciiV The real threat lies in 

" ,c Un '' c ' 1 S '” cs - Th “? c0 ' ,ld w 

“Vr.icbb.rly congressional laws .ha. could 
d US to block funds from the International 

EW Fund and the World Bank. The tests could wreck 

India's credit rating, scare away investors and leave the 

Koorxny reeling. Strongly anti-nuclear countries like Japan 

would probably follow suit. It has long been believed the 

Mclcar test preparations that led to an angry exchange with 

the US in 1995 were part of ploy by Mr. P.V. Narasimha Rao 

to get India into the global nuclear proliferation has the same 

goal in mind, the tests could go down as an act of astute 

realpolitik. In which ease come hard negotiating with the US 

should follow. It may be remembered that testing and then 

sigamg was exactly what China and France did in the runup 

to (be comprehensive test ban treaty. However, if the BJP 

his tested in a political vacuum then it has only shown its 

IkV of coherence in domestic policy extends also to the 
international sphere. 


(The Telegraph, A fay 12, I99S) 
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A Moment of Pride 

twenty-four vearv after «'»*>••■» «ooV llic first step on live 

, nJlcar power .md llie.cxplicahly retreated , n io 

lie pic, of .mhigui.y. the deusKMi «n conduct a Iresh 

: „f ,cx,. on Monday denoted a hold and eve., audacious 

|)UIU . made all the more startling by its suddenness. The 
"Sinlimit lluddha" of IW has now blossomed into a new 
assertion of the country's right to nrm .(self in a manner 
nine!, n believes is best smted in ns security interests It 
phs without saying that lor all H.c appeals of the existing 
nuclear "diKunsday ' weapons. India could not have ignored 
the tact that it happens to be part of a hostile environment 
is here bong pacifism is not only unfeasible but may even 
send the wrong message of weakness to countries which 
have not shown an> sign of wanting to love in friendship. 

In taking the decision to conduct the tests, therefore, the 
government and its defence experts must have taken into 
account the fact that India lives in a highly imperfect 
world— with an avowed nuclear power oil one side with 
which we have already loiiglit a war. and a clandestine 
nuclear power on the other, which has fought three wars with 
India and is currently engaged in a proxy war in Kashmir 
and subversive activities elsewhere, kiivcu these highly 
disturbing factors. India could hasc hardly been expected to 
■ it idle ami Impc that better sense will prevail among those 
of ns iicighliours who have been openly collaborating in 
nutters of missile and other forms of lethal technology, 
whose sole purpose could only have been to intimidate India. 

At'a time of national pride, however, no attempts should be 
made to drive political mileage from the events, although 
there might be an unfortunate tendency to do SO. The tests 
should Ik: seen m the overall national security perspective 
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j,ich has no connection with partisan polities. 

" Before this country is subjected to any moral lectures by 
clf.appomtcd guardians of world peace, it has to be 
•ementbered that even the five nuclear powers have not only 
jhown no inclination to follow the path of disarmament but 
have actually legitimised their awesome arsenals through the 
latest treaties. As such, they do not really have any right to 

preach to others to refrain from possessing weapon of which 

the) have enormous stockpiles. However, it is more than that 

likely that India's compulsions in confirming its nuclear 
prowess will be appreciated even those who may feel the 
need to launch formal protests. In any event, the policy of 
• ambiguity may not have been all that ambiguous after all. for 
the test could not have been conducted unless India had kept 
ils nuclear powder dry all these years. To that extent. India 
was undoubtedly a nuclear power virtually since 1974 §nd 
this was the reason why there was so much emphasis by the 
US at one time on capping, rolling back and eliminating 
India’s capability that did not do so and kept its options open 
jv now clear. 

Having taken the fateful step, India will have to 
reiterate that its objective remains purely defensive. It has no 
hostile India to offer a "no first use" pledge, especially to 
Pakistan which may now feel the need to emerge from the 
closet after years if obfuscation about its nuclear status. It 
would be cx.rcmcly unfortunate if. in its obsessive desire to 
maintain parity with India. Pakistan initiated some kind of • 
an arms race in South Asia, for the effect of any such move 
can only impose a heavy and perhaps unbearable burden on 
• tv less than robust economy. As the long superpower 
confrontation during the Cold War showed, the bomb is not 
|* "capon of war because no one in his right senses can use 
•I- lor it will annihilate both the invader and the invaded. Its 
purpose is deterrence, simply because of horrendous 
""Plications. Though a symbol of power, its possession is 

something of an unavoidable evil. In the ultimate analysis, 
mankind should strive for its elimination. But it has to be » 
united effort by all countries— including the Big Five. 

(Daily Hindustan Times. May 12. 1998) 
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A Moment of Pride 

htdia and tlic world, we know, will react in diver* 

to il mderground nuclear tests ai Pokhrnn— reactions 
r Ii: frr , <*\nilaration and joy to shock and dismay to 
Jin-cr rid rage. "We have no immediate comment/’ was the 
t.uT and noncommittal response of a White House 
>pokcsmin. and one could bet it was said in a sardonic tone. 
They would find ihc hangs hard lo lump, and the hatchets 
would '. n be pul to a make Indian behave or face the 
music. So would the other nuclear haves of the West who go 
on stockpiling nukes but start vibrating with rage the 
moment a have-not shows any sign of nuclear capability. 
What is sauce for the goose is not sauce for the gander. They 
were frightened it was coming, the moment Atal Bchari 
Vajpayee came to power. What n pother the Western media 
made of the possibility that India might go for a bomb. The 
Economist of London wen I to town pontificating on how 
India would suffer if it decided to go nuclear. Docs India 
think, it asked superciliousl). that it would walk wills pride 
if il went nuclear? Not so. was the judgement from the high 
and mighty pundits of the British press: India would have far 
more to lose than to .from it. 

May be. In terms of pounds and dollars. But in real 
terms, if there is anything Indian has rentl> lo lose il is its 
timidity and shame. If it means our begging bowls would go 
w'-tpL'. be it. That would be the day! So long have we 
been bullied and blackmailed am 1 bulldozed that we have 
* / illy lost our self-esteem and pride The fall out is not hard 




m sec. rhe tongue-lash,ng ,,,|» s, ar1 a|| 

would be the threats of ccomwn.c sane,*, 4n<J 

of rearm"* our enem.es Ansihinp ami esers,| lln ., ' J,k 

doss,, The B.g Brothers svos.ld be up ln ^ ^ n 

iheir chorus of disapproval they «„ uW hlvc # 10 *>'»« 

fatted Indian economists and technocrats and 

returned bureaucrats parrot,ng ,f ltH . y/esi , U rncd .is h jf ' 

«' ''" d "","’ d n *> "™ ld -'I Cl* *».. 

they want above all is ihc Indian madci their proHu 

Va,payee has done sscll to congratulate the met, hdnnd 
'"e |,oU ' r " n b, " hc h '"»'T needs Sc contra,„bicd 

He has lifted Ind.a trom il.c ijinomms of hem- 
nincompoops. Uven at ihc cosi or sounding a bn jmconiic u 
must be said that if India had lo gel anywhere, tbc first 
requisite is to regain its self-respect and pt.de Indu’s 
commitment to peace has been firm and steadfast but let u 
not be misunderstood for cowardice and pusillanimity. Foe 
far too long have the leaders of ih.s nations been poilcss and 
weak-kneed. with ihc result that India has lost all rcspeei in 
the community of nations. In a world that honours onls 
power and might it is pointless to be meek and humble liven 
if there is nothing much to crow about ihc I'oklvran icms it 
sends ihc much-awaited message to the world India his 
cross ihc Rubicon. Lei's rejoice. 

(Daily The Free /'revs JitunuJ [Umifsn 12 5 /WV 






Road to Resurgence 

By Shekhar Gupta 

The triple test at I’okhran ends three decades of nuclear 
debate self-denial and fence sitting. Several tunes in recent 
vears Indian leadership— irrespective of party a I filial tons j a 
in era of shifting coalitions— came close to taking the 
plunge. It is just as well now that tins momentous step has 
been taken by leaders who have always belies cd in 
unabashed and unambiguous nuclearisation. Merc 
reassuring, even for llmsc who have been arguing lor 
restraint and ambiguity, is the act that these leaders also 
enjoy an impeccable reputation in terms of personal integrity 
and national commitment. It is. therefore, reasonable to 
presume that they have chosen to make so bold a departure 
from the past aflcr a great deal of deliberation as to what n 
best several years now. The only tiling that lacked was tbe 
trigger device of Political will and lltc kind of supreme 
conviction that enables leaders to move away from the 
familiar, well-trodden path and thereby find themselves i 

place in history 

It was for two reasons that Mrs. Indira Gandhi fit cd to 
get the particular political megatonnage Irom Iter 1974 lc " 
One was her declining credibility during those c aoi - 

months and the second was her inability to P° 1 c “ 
distance. Several PhDs have already been written . 
Western and Indian nuclear scholars tin the esact me* . 
and implication ol the ten - arc I til Nuclear I'P 

(PNL) but the world, by and knee. saw thiv as an evpre 
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wcakiKw— andh)pocr,»y N 

argument that the cxphn.r*, -.Jr! 1 '*' 

faded to derive any of the bench,* th^lu^ '*»■» «1v> 

accrued to a nuclear weapons vllte ...•‘'•Mils 

CT1I1 "°rld Ibis. i»». ,* lKe „ 

Vajpayee government and as the r., u of r fef the 
indicate. India is prepared w,th a d.plom K ' >l 
contain the fallout by offering to he a ^ n WCl to 

player in the intcrnationat n uc | e a r , *'!'"*• Jnd *tis t 

difference now ,s that India Kel} |(J , “ rc S«« The 

nuclear weapons power. This ,s the end of *** 

hypocrisy 

This is a time Tor popular euphor.a and cclchntuu. * , 
celebrate we must ns this vuceess demoos,,a to to 
n remarkable sacnt.r,c capability bod, dur,«- , * „ 
century or international technology , r „ ifcr re) UK,«.s |, ' 
also a cause for reassurance that even » these cyn^at tinn 
when we tend to believe so easily that any fellow Indun*. 
loyalties arc purchasable for a Tew dolbrv a scholarship or a 
green card the establishment his managed to Veep inch a 
major move a secret despite the snooping that citend from 
the Capital’s garrulous cocktail circuit to outer ipacc. Dot 
thiv is also a time for reflecting on where we go from here. 
The tests, though a great moral-booster for the lutioo whose 
spirits have only gone downhill, dipping wipi every Utk 

or embarrassment since Operation B l«cisu la I9J4, 
have also come at a time *ben the corrcnc) tin denotes a 
nation's strength has undergone fundamental change, la the 
Seventies it was the nuclear megatomuge at your command 
that mattered. Today, it ts per capital raceme. foreign 
exchange reverves and quality of life that matter. Pokbnn - 

II is like a jump-start to India's dormant, frorea spirit. Bat it 
won't, by itself, be a short cut to the phec India wishes, and 
deserves to have on international stage. Ii is no* up to 
Viitpascc and Ads am to moderate this euphoria, cornua tSe 
diplomatic fallout and exploit tbc advantage the) hive gocn 
them sols ex. and India bs creating this pc* mood of 

resurgence. 

thuhutt £i/*rsv Ato 12. 
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, „ jxM-il'On Over 11* >■«"• * c «»>ve <*, 

‘ Heir d.w.,.,men. as * P* rt °< *"d bo*. 

'."clo* ^ncal disarmament. The succcjji >e 

d '"- rnls have bCCII Consistent III their Hiuudc to nuel c » r 

^’"'"‘Tr ano . lod.w Ihi- ^un.ry rs „. . pos.t.on , 0 ' 

r T I k V-N -Z:* would be prepared to c«,£ 

iceentinj; certain provixrons of the 1996 Comprehensive Te „ 
^ CP c i, iK-kikIiiii: or. a number of reciprocal activities 
IT condition has a ntanfu.l lone and ocr 

^erciJtV has been reiterated with pr.de tempered w,;h 

hum, I it' in n moment of spectaculai success 

There is ncar-nproar abroad It was predictable. Tie 
American sanction threat, the Orrhih. Japanese Canadian tad 
, ,e„ch anger and the muses made by Australia and New 
Zealand are being used hy Bcrjing and Islamabad to cover up 
the. regional sm »‘'t once we have taken the plunge, we 
h„uld be ready to hoisour our commitment to live in peace 
is a free natron, underterred by external threats. The 
‘ „ons to ask here arc. Has the global community paid 
ms mention to Pakistan's crash programme to develop 
nuclear-capable missiles with Chinese Assistance? What 
about the continuing proxy ssar against thts country wiped 
hs Pakistan’’ And what about the huge super-power arscuh 
ot mass destruction'’ The potential use of nuclear weapons 
has become the international currency ol power. The 
disclosures from Iraq tan NPl signatory) expose the 
hollowness of the inspection system The amount of nuclear 
arms the USA had taken to Kuwait and Iraq showed hew 
credible its own commitment to the adjuration of these killer 
weapons is Israel. South Africa. China and Pakistan all hue 

made thc.r nuclear capabil.ly known. There was more 

demeaning panic than legitimate anger tn thin Wf. <p J 
when the USA equated India and Pakistan m the nu 
share wrthout taking note of the open book the forme 
kept before the world and the voluntary assurance ^ 
given to the effect that it will nol use a nuclear "ffr . M 
conflict Much is being made of the American ^ ^ 
discipline Pakistan and restrain rt front going to ^ 
India. The involvement of that country tn the trou 


. . s'.jhmir amounts to a proxy svar or a long 
f iinitnu » n<J K *. ■ n china has not been found intertable 
'.’Lion «' ^ *!"' f w bul „„jor Ecofr.pliic.l problem il 

!»’« 1, ,oeh . liioeiio" • Clioion o, . Bl.i. ..»« 

with India- NpT mcre | y for the satisfaction or 

fj.rl) |ndl *e sc |f.„ppointcd international policemen. If 

the cg° of - Ihc NPT. it should do so as a peaceful 
M ia has to wha| jt now lru | y IS . after ensuring that 

nuclear " ca j > ^hina pledge themselves to non-interference in 

‘'.affairs and to the settlement of disputes through 
BCghbourj NpT is mofC a qu estton or discrimination 

b L ,MC ln answer to the nuclear proliferation problem. A 
country with wisdom and hard-earned expertise dedicated to 
" cc cannot be hookwinked into trcat.es of cocreton. It .s 
Important to negate the idea of sanctions against us through 
appropriate diplomacy. No sacrifice to achieve the deterrent 
goal of Pokhran II will be excessive. Let us revalidate our 
technical maturity and right to defend endangered freedom 

svith all our might. _ 

(The Tribune. 13 May 199S) 
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Glory through Po vcr 


India's nuclear explosions on Monday Ime taken place 
splendidly bn* father later. Pokliran II lias done ux proud. It 
is time to say "Salam. Abdul Kalnnf and to shed the nuclear 
fear caused in faint he.nts by bullying US-Pakistani-Chincsc 


nexus and to bold our beads high. Symbolically speaking, 
the Buddha lias smiled thrice— though a fission dcsice. a 
low yield device and a thermonuclear dcsice India has 
arrived at the threshold of superpower status When the 
smile was seen first in 1974 at the same place, an oscrly 
guarded announcement verging on the concealment of an 
achievement emanated from the Cabinet of the day led by 
Indira Gandhi. Now Prime Minister Atnl Uchari Vajpayee 


had a brief announcement in Delhi: Today (May II) at 3.45 
p.m. India conducted three underground nuclear tests in the 
Pokhran range... The measured yield is m line with the 
expected values... These were contained explosions like the 
experiment conducted in May. 1974...." Our scientists and 
engineers deserve ovation. The Unigos eminent legitimately 
claims credit lor the brave decision. The political parties, 
speaking joyfully in unison, have shown rare nations 
solidarity and a sense of collective self-esteem Our capaei 
to make bomb has been backed for years by the will no to 
make one. But now that the time to talk peace . 
position of strength has arrived an nc , arn to 

Western powers has become more ' cvcrc | " 'l^nnbihty 

to n il if widely perceived senility ana 
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